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Abstract Senior dogs end up in shelters for a variety of reasons,
sometimes because of neglecabandonmentsometimes because
their owners simply cannot care for them. The health of older doc
The Grey Muzzle Organizatiol is athighrisk in a shelter environmeandas a resultthey may be
) ) less adoptable then the younger dogs (or perceived as such by ti
Helping homeless senior dogs 5 plic). Some success has been achieved by organizations that
focus on the needs of senior dogs and help match them with peo
that canappreciate andbeneft from their affection and loyalty.
info@greymuzzle.org However, this success requires fundiingre is a great need for
programs and organizations that help deal withhiealthneeds
of senior dogs, and get them out the shelter environment as quic
as possible.
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Today,there arethousands of senior dogs living in shelfdrsse includaimaneocieties, SPCéhelters
animal contratheltersand other animal welfare facilities. The exact number is unknown, but we do know
that everyhomeless animagiencyin the country is challenged with helping these senior dogs.

To better understand the situation for senior dog
sheltersThe Grey Muzel Organization
interviewed six experts who work with abandont Rickiohnson, Executive Direciarcramento SPCA
senior dogs every dayVe talked totheexecutive sacramento, aifornia

director andan adoptioncoordinator attwo large

sheltersthie Humane Sociefyr Tacoma and Cecily Joque, Adoption Coordinatofe Humane
Pierce Countin Washingtorand the Sacramento -2C/€ty [0r Tacoma and Pierce Coyacoma,
SRCAIn Californid. We interviewed a leading b

veterinaran, an expert ingeriatric medicin&vho  Dr. Fred Metzgery/cizoer Animal Hospii-State
also works with rescue dogs. And, we talked wil College, Bnnsylvania

the executivedirectors of two rescue organizatior
that work exclusively with senior didgsvo of the
very few inthe countriy OldDog Haverin
Washington state, and The Sanctuary for Senio Judith Piper, Executive DirectorDog Havep
Dogs in Clevelandhia These organizations are Arlington, WWashington

frequentyt he | ast resort f
surviveor are unlikely to be adoptedrom large
shelters.

Kathleen Olson, Executive Directore Humane Societ
for Tacoma and Pierce CouyTacoma, VEshington

Deborah Workmartxecutive Directorfe Sanctuary
for Senior DogsCleveland, @io

What these experts from around tbaited Stategell us is remarkably similar, painting a consistent
picture of the situation faced by senior doggionwidewho havebecome homeless

This report explains why senior dogs end up in shelters, #aaldpealth risks while there, and the
challenges faced in getting them out of the shahdiinto an adoptive or foster home. It also outlines
successful strategies that could be funaitll programgo help senior dogs that end up in shelters.

WHY DO Q.D DOGS END UP INBHERS?

If you have an older dogn yourlife, or have ever had the pleasuo¢ sharing your life with a senior
dogg, you probably candt i magi nbumanédcietyor anighal tohtrelm t o
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facility. Yet sheltarmust care for many old dogs every day. Our expghnredsome of the most
common reasons f or s&nmo specificomey,shedeece i ng o0t ur ned i n

Moving. A very common reason for surrendering an old dog to a shelter is that the family is maving to
new home that wondt accommodate dogs. The Human
much higher incidence of old dogs being turned in doertemo\es than due to aggressive behavior,
compared to other ages. Of coursieereisnowaytt now how many of these ar
how many are actually the next issue.

Medi cal i ssues t hat tddressDeborah Workinare Exacigidirectdr of dhee t o
Sanctuary for Senior Dogs, obserégS®mepeople think of adogasashirt. iven t her eds hol
shirt, you get rid fofanimal welfare vorkers deal withisovwnerewhd t s t
know their dog should be éainized, buteject the responsibilitp see their dog through this lashge

of their lives.

Candt af f or.dnotheedifficudtayét alldom commmon scenfoifanimal welfare workers is
people who would | ove tad floedap tthlkeeimre dolcd | da@a@,r ebu
choose bet ween t hesCdcilydosueadoptiont Coadindtor gtshe dumana $ociety
for Tacoma and Pierce County. 0Sone tyEisseagtbe dond
me &6 Aeredre teva charitable funds that such owners can go to for help.

Caretaker passes awayOwners that pass awayithout instructions or provisions for their pet in a legal

will, or those whenter assisted livirand areurable to provide for the dogre frequent circumstances

for senior dogs arrival in sheltera i | y member s ar eonndaythembelvespes | nt e
unable to care for the dagludith Piper, Executive Director of

OldDog Haven, urges dog ownerskeep records with veterinary
historyand information about thdogd temperamenthabits and

routine careOldDog Haveronce nearljosta diabeticdog

surrendered by the owner without anformation or medical history
Even a previous veterinariands n
crisis that needlessly occurred.

Unknown @ strays.Many old dogs in shelters are fouaslstrays
Medical history for these dogs is guesswork. Deborah Workman
talks ofold Burj who was found collapsed in a ditch, and was later
discoveredo be full of buckshoand pellets probably used as

Fritz, a senior German Shepd,

waits in his kennel at the Humane . .
Societyfor Tacoma and Pierce target practice Burtturned out to be one of the most effectarel

County. Fritz was found as a stray. ~ bestlovedtherapy dogs thalhe Sanctuary for Senior Dogs has
trained, a testament tthe resilience and vitality still in abundance in
older dogs and the contributions thegin make to improving our
lives

Once in a shelter, our experts agree that the biggest issues for older dogs, as compareq o tigeir
companions, are healimd adoptability.
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HEALTRROBLEMS FOR SENDOSS INSHELTERS

Our experts were very clear on the major headgues$or senior dogsn sheltersand all agreed on
these top concerns:

Dental neededDr. Metzger, a leadingeterinaryspecialisbn senior pet care, warns thabental

disease is epidemic ind®r pets. . .the older dogs and cats that have neglectishtal diseasare just
timebomtsticking. ... A dent al di sease pr dgctegasntheb®od steamy 6 r e
and thatd going to cause major issues with the organs  Bisease ia d doubleshammy in a shelter
environment: itds t oo -funcegsheltert fixeandfthe costé efruttingtoh e  mao
prospective adopterfkequired @éntal work is by far the number one reasioat shelteraskJudith

Piperto take a dogad few people will adopt a dog needing this work.

Blood work neededBlood work is critical to
diagnosing many common diseases in older dogs,
including kidney diseasdiabetes,and

hypot h'y r o Weldarshalp dogs with problertike
hypothyroidismbut we need blood work to diagnose
itt 6 explains Dr. Metzger
is too expensive for most shelters. The Humane Soc
for Tacoma and Pierce County has been able to
provide blood work in limited situations, but not for a — 1
senior dogsThe consequence for shelters, is limited 6 .
knowledge for determining the best way to help the ‘ )
dog. (See Nel lgieynazzle.ddfor r A very thin, onamed 1iyear old Bassett misests

an example of a dog who would have broken the on his cot at the Humane Society for Tacoma an

heart of an adopter because the shelter had no idea Pierce County. The cot was a paid for by a donoi

she had kidney diseasé{pwever, when a shelter can gﬁaaﬁggmgfwﬁﬁiﬂdszzg'jfhnsegfleecrt ot

get access to this service it makes a_huge difference lucky aithgugh’ the staffiavegiven him a blanket

The Sacramento SPCAjahhas a fultime The Bassett mix was adopted through the sheltel
veteinarian, just got the equipment to do their own  OldDog Haven tooByronand as of the writing of

bl ood panel s. OFr om o ur thisarticle, is working @dry eye conditionand wonde
addition, with i mmedi at skinissuesandarir_lfections.Herepodb_/hasa ecut i
Directqr Rick Johr!son. Unfgrtu.nathQ/,Sac.rament_o \t’rv]zn;reazlsﬂ ;egslggilgyg 5\2?’ Byron enjoys a roll

SPCA ishe exceptionand this kind of equipment is

rarely seen in shelters

Cecily Joque believe@WVe could make dogs more
adoptable with just the basié®lood work and
dentak6 Other common issues senior dogs in the
animal welfare systemnclude:

Arthritis. Geriatric dogs lying on cement floamns
shelters is a badituationCecily Joquexplains that
oThegeriatric dogsget stiff and sore. The beds that we
have are not the most expensive, thetdogs love
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